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Professional Development Assignment 
 
This assignment has two parts: an initial skill development plan at the beginning of the course and 
follow-up review at the end of the course. The goal of this assignment is to have you identify a 
technology related skill you would like to learn or improve, develop a plan to do so, and in so doing 
create a lifelong practice of continued learning. Continuing legal education (CLE) is a requirement in 
the legal profession.  
 

Part One: Initial Skill Development Plan 
This plan, due at the beginning of the course, should indicate the technology-related skill you would 
like to learn or improve, how this skill might be useful in your career, and your plan for 
learning/improving. This plan must note the tools, websites, or other resources you intend to 
leverage. Your chosen skill can be as simple as learning more of Microsoft Word functionality (e.g., 
styles, tables of authorities, and formatting) to learning WordPress coding for future web design to 
learning more Clio, a practice management software, functionality. The main requirement is it is a 
technology-related skill. You can contact me if you are unclear if your desired goal would fit this 
requirement. 
 
Continued learning of legal technology is a requirement of the Florida Bar. The purpose of this 
assignment is to get you to change your mind set about technology. Very many people feel 
overwhelmed by the idea of teaching themselves some new technology. However, by creating a 
written plan for continued learning you accomplish two things: 1) you make the first step towards 
your goal, increasing the chance you will reach it; and 2) you break a large goal into manageable 
small chunks.  
 
Resources to consider 
Bar Associations (especially special interest sections) 
Procertas (provides training and testing) 
Free CLE courses (Bloomberg Law has several with your subscription) 
Free general education websites (e.g., EdX, Coursera, Lynda., Code Academy) 
 

Part Two: Skill Development Review 
Intending to learn a skill is noble, but progress can be impeded without regular moments for review. 
In this assignment, you are required to discuss what you did this semester to improve/learn the skill, 
any difficulties you encountered, an honest assessment of your progress, and a plan for next steps. 
Did you learn all the Word functionality you wanted? Maybe begin to learn Excel formulas. Did you 
find web coding interesting? Try building a site. Unable to make the progress you hoped to? Why? 
What roadblocks did you encounter? How might you overcome them in the future? Be proud of the 
progress you did make, but reflect on how to continually improve.  
 


